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The December’s issue of Frills and Fancy
theme is Old World Santa. You will see the list’s
rendition of Christmas and other December
holidays around the world. In this issue there are
your dolls, your pictures, some other newsletters
in entirety and in part and tutorials. We hope you
enjoy it. Guest Editors: Dorothy Farrell and Linda
Peabody

Please Father Christmas,
Dolly and me
Have both been as good as
Good can be.
So don’t forget us on Christmas
Signed “Your affectionate
Dolly and May”
(And he didn’t).
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SOME OF OUR OWN SANTA MINIATURES

Sleeping Santa by
Karin Bohusch

Calypso Santa made by Lucy Winsky
using Dana’s pattern. Find info at
http://www.minidolllist.com/ in the
“Mother of All Tutorials”

Christmas in Austria by Karin Bohusch
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Christmas in Austria.
The time-span of four weeks before December 24th is called the Advent time. On each of the
four Sundays one more candle on the Advent wreath is lit.
The apartments and houses are decorated with lights in the windows, and the streets are
also decorated with chains of lights.
In this period the children write a letter to the Christ-Child listing all the wishes they have.
They put this letter onto the sill and hope that it is taken away by angels during the night
(actually of course the children’s parents remove these letters).
In the night between December 5th and December 6th the “Holy Saint Nicolas” comes to the
children and drops presents (e.g. sweets, nuts, apples and oranges)into their shoes which
they are supposed to put next to the door.
In some cases (i.e. if parents secretly arrange that somebody appears in that disguise) he
visits the children in their house and reads out their good and bad behaviours from a golden
book. As a rule, he is accompanied by the “Krampus” who is something like a devil and who
frightens the children by rattling his chain. Afterwards the children get a small present out of
his big bag.
For Christmas, there is no Santa Claus in Austria, but the Christ-Child instead who brings the
presents and the Christmas tree to the children.
On December 24th (“Christmas Eve”) the living room is locked all day until the late afternoon
while the children are let to believe that the Christ-Child would be preparing the gift-giving
scene. Once dusk has fallen in, one of the parents secretly lights the candles on the
Christmas tree, rings the Christmas bell and opens the door to the Christmas room from
inside.
Now the children and of course also the adults enter the room and “discover” the Christmas
tree and the gifts that are normally placed under the tree. Before opening the parcels it is
common to recite Christmas poems and to sing carols.
In the late evening of Christmas Eve a holy service (“Christmas Mass”) takes place in each
church and is attended by many families.
On both Christmas Days (25th and 26th December) it is common that families come together
and have a good and festive time. Meals typically served comprise fish (e.g. carp) or goose.
The festive time ends on January 6th, which is another public holiday (Epiphany) and has the
following tradition associated with it:
A group of children - dressed up as the three holy kings plus a star-bearer – walk from house
to house and sing a song and collect for a charity purpose. At the end they inscribe the year
plus the initials of the three kings CMB (Caspar, Melchior, Balthazar) with chalk on the door.
This is said to bring fortune and blessing for the New Year.
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Christmas in Japan
By Yoshiko Kawahata

From Yoshiko Kawahata A doll of
father Santa Claus is the doll
which I purchased from a class
of Dana. I used the father doll
of that kit for Santa.

I made the doll of the child with resin clay.
IImade
clay.
madethe
thedoll
dollof
ofthe
thechild
childwith
withresin
Polymer
Clay
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As for the Japanese, there is the person sleeping on a From
Yoshiko Kawahata A doll of father Santa Claus is the doll
which I purchased from a class of Dana. I used the father
doll of that kit for Santa.
bed. I slept on a"futon". In the case of the "futon", I put
it on the floor. Everybody calls the floor appearing in the
picture
The door appearing in the
Japanese name "tatami mat". "Tatami
isroom
knitis
out
of
depths mat"
of the
Japanese
grass.
name "fusuma".
A "fusuma" is a door which can
slide to the right and the
left.
The "tatami mat" appearing in
the picture is in five
pieces. In all I used five
pieces on the floor.

More pictures on
next pages. . .
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Many thanks to Yoshiko Kawahata for all her work and contribution of
her Japanese Christmas roombox.
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Kwanzaa
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

A woman lights kinara candles on a table decorated with the
symbols of Kwanzaa

Observed by

Americans.

Type

Cultural and ethnic

Significance

Celebrates Black heritage, unity and

Doll made by Sandy Calderon, and
designed and dressed by Linda Peabody

culture.

Date

December 26 until January 1

Celebrations

Unity
Self-Determination
Collective Work and Responsibility
Cooperative Economics
Purpose
Creativity
Faith

Related to

Black History Month

Kwanzaa is a weeklong
celebration held in the United
States honoring universal
African heritage and culture,
marked by participants lighting
a kinara (candle holder).[1] It is
observed from December 26 to
January 1 every year.Kwanzaa
consists of seven days of
celebration, featuring activities
such as candle-lighting and
libations, and culminating in a
feast and gift giving. It was
created by Ron Karenga and
was first celebrated from
December 26, 1966 to January
1, 1967.
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Las Posadas
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Las Posadas (Spanish for "the inns") is a nine-day celebration with origins in Spain beginning
December 16 and ending December 25. It is a yearly tradition for many Catholic Mexicans and
some other Latin Americans and symbolizes the trials which Mary and Joseph endured before
finding a place to stay where Jesus could be born, based on the passage in the New Testament,
the Gospel of Luke (2:1-9):
"Now, at this time Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole world to be taken.
This census -- the first -- took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, and everyone went to
his home town to be registered. So Joseph set out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee and
traveled up to Judaea, to the town of David called Bethlehem, since he was of David's House and
lineage, in order to be registered together with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While
they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to a son, her firstborn. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
room for them at the inn. In the countryside close by there were shepherds who lived in the fields
and took turns watching their flocks during the night. The angel of the Lord appeared to them
and the glory of the Lord shone around them."[1]
Typically, each family in a neighborhood will schedule a night for the Posada to be held at their
home, starting on the 16th of December and finishing on the 24th. Every home has a nativity
scene and the hosts of the Posada act as the innkeepers. The neighborhood children and adults
are the pilgrims (peregrinos), who have to request lodging by going house to house singing a
traditional song about the pilgrims. All the pilgrims carry small lit candles in their hands, and
four people carry small statues of Joseph leading a donkey, on which Mary is riding. The head of
the procession will have a candle inside a paper lamp shade. At each house, the resident responds
by refusing lodging (also in song), until the weary travelers reach the designated site for the
party, where Mary and Joseph are finally recognized and allowed to enter. Once the "innkeepers"
let them in, the group of guests come into the home and kneel around the Nativity scene to pray
(typically, the Rosary). Latin American countries have continued to celebrate this holiday to this
day, with very few changes to the tradition. In some places, the final location may be a church
instead of a home. Individuals may actually play the various parts of Mary (María) and Joseph
with the expectant mother riding a real donkey (burro), with attendants such as angels and
shepherds acquired along the way, or the pilgrims may carry images of the holy personages
instead. At the end of the long journey, there will be Christmas carols (villancicos), children will
break open piñatas by striking these colorful papier-maché objects with bats while blindfolded to
obtain candy hidden inside, and there will be a feast. Traditionally, it is expected to meet all the
invitees in a previous procession.
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Winter solstice
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

This article is about the astronomical and cultural event of winter solstice, also known as
midwinter.

Winter solstice

Lawrence Hall of Science visitors observe sunset on day of
the winter solstice using the Sunstones II

Also called

Midwinter, DōngZhì, Yule, Şabe
Cele/Yalda, Soyal, Şeva Zistanê, Solar
New Year, longest night

Observed by Various cultures, ancient and modern

Type

Cultural, seasonal, astronomical

Significance

Astronomically marks the beginning of
shortening nights and lengthening days,
interpretation varies from culture to culture,
but most hold a recognition of rebirth

Date

The solstice of winter
Between December 21 and December 22
(NH)
Between June 20 and June 21 (SH)
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Celebrations Festivals, spending time with loved ones,
feasting, singing, dancing, fire in the hearth

Related to

Winter festivals and the solstice

The winter solstice occurs exactly when the Earth's axial tilt is farthest away from the sun at its
maximum of 23° 26'. Though the winter solstice lasts only an instant in time, the term is also
colloquially used as midwinter or contrastingly the first day of winter to refer to the day on
which it occurs. More evident to those in high latitudes, this occurs on the shortest day, and
longest night, and the sun's daily maximum position in the sky is the lowest.[1] The seasonal
significance of the winter solstice is in the reversal of the gradual lengthening of nights and
shortening of days. Depending on the shift of the calendar, the winter solstice occurs on
December 21 or 22 each year in the Northern Hemisphere, and June 20 or 21 in the Southern
Hemisphere.[2]
Worldwide, interpretation of the event has varied from culture to culture, but most cultures have
held a recognition of rebirth, involving holidays, festivals, gatherings, rituals or other
celebrations around that time.[3]
How cultures interpret the solstice is varied, since it is sometimes said to astronomically mark
either the beginning or middle of a hemisphere's winter. Winter is a subjective term, so there is
no scientifically established beginning or middle of winter but the winter solstice itself is clearly
calculated to within a second. For Celtic countries, such as Ireland, the calendarical winter
season has traditionally begun November 1 on Hallows eve or Samhain. Winter ends and spring
begins on Imbolc or Candlemas, which is February 1 or 2. This calendar system of seasons may
be based on the length of days exclusively. Most East Asian cultures define the seasons by solar
terms, with Dong zhi at the winter solstice as the middle or "extreme" of winter. This system is
based on the Sun's apparent height above the horizon at noon. Some midwinter festivals have
occurred according to lunar calendars and so took place on the night of Hōku (Hawaiian, the full
moon closest to the winter solstice). And many European solar calendar midwinter celebrations
still centre upon the night of December 24 leading into the December 25 in the north, which was
considered to be the winter solstice upon the establishment of the Julian calendar.[citation needed] In
the Jewish Talmud, Teḳufat Tevet, the day of the winter solstice, is recorded as the first day of
the "stripping time" or winter season. Persian culture also recognizes it as the beginning of
winter.
Midwinter festivals and celebrations occurring on the longest night of the year, often calling for
evergreens, bright illumination, large ongoing fires, feasting, communion with close ones, and
evening physical exertion by dancing and singing are examples of cultural winter therapies that
have evolved as traditions since the beginnings of civilization.[citation needed]

P a g e | 13

Folktale of Father Christmas riding a yule goat.
Main article: Christmas
Christmas or Christ's Mass is one of the most popular Christian celebrations as well as one of
the most globally recognized midwinter celebrations. Christmas is the celebration of the birth of
the Christian Deity God Incarnate or Messiah, Jesus Christ. The birth is observed on December
25, which was the Roman winter solstice upon establishment of the Julian Calendar.[11] Christian
churches recognized folk elements of the festival in various cultures within the past several
hundred years, allowing much of the folklore and traditions of local pagan festivals to be
appropriated. So today, the old festivals such as Jul, Коледа and Karácsony, are still celebrated
in many parts of Europe, but the Christian Nativity is now often representational as the meaning
behind the holiday. This is why Yule and Christmas are considered interchangeable in Anglo–
Christendom. Universal activities include feasting, Midnight Masses and singing Christmas
carols about the Nativity. Good deeds and gift giving in the tradition of St. Nicholas by not
admitting to being the actual gift giver is also observed by some countries. Many observe the
holiday for twelve days leading up to the Epiphany.
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Dolls can be purchased from Sandy Calderon at dolls@SandyCalderon.com. You can find her
on facebook as well.
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How to make a Winter Fairy

winter fairy how tos

items needed: one doll, 2 silk poinsettia flowers, scrap of red fabric, contrasting trim. wire, glue. paint
and a brush.
step 1- start with a nice doll to be your fairy. I used a white doll, but you could use any flesh tone.
step 2- use a craft paint to add stripes to her legs like candy canes. you can use china paint if you have a
kiln and your doll is porcelain. I also did her nails and darkened her lip color.
step 3- about a 2X2.5 scrap of red, I have silk here, for the panties. you dont need to hem this, it wont
show.
Step 4- diaper fold at crotch and pull up to waist, this fold makes the hem on the sides with out
hemming.
step 5- glue top of front to the back, it can be a high waist as the top will cover.
step 6- fold back sides and neatly glue to side over lapping at sides. press down very flat. let dry.
step 7- about a 2X3.5 (more or less for your dolls bust) scrap of more fabric for the top, and hem and
press top and one side. you can use glue to hem.
step 8- place long side hem at the top of bust and bring to back, overlap and glue down hemmed side.
press in place and let dry well.
step 9- on sides under breast, make darts to get the top to have a nice fitted look. hold in place with pins
if you glue the dart and let dry well. use a mini iron to press well if you have one.
step 10- doll now has a nice body suit look to her. now select your flowers. I have two types for mine, a
pointed edge petal for her skirt and serrated edged one for the wings.
step 11- remove petals from plastic parts.
Step 12 glue longest ones to waist line first completing a circle around her. slightly overlap each petal to
help prevent spaces. let dry well.
step 13- now glue a ring of shorter petals on top of the first overlapping any openings of the last petals.
if you want a very fluffy dress, feel free to add even more petals. or less for a slinky look.
step 14- using a small bit of trim, edge off waist line to give it a neat finished look. you can use up any
great scrap you have for this. the length will depend on your dolls waist line.
at this time, I added the dolls wig. I prefer to wig after doll is dressed so I dont have to watch hair. you
can use any wig you want for this doll. I did a short white wig. she looks great in bright red curls too.
step 15- - remove petals from plastic parts for wings
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Christmas Customs of the Middle Ages
by Louise Riley, Medieval Cook for Camelot Project.
The origin of the English word "Christmas" is found in the Old English Cristes
Maesse (Mass of Christ). So what was it like to celebrate Christmas in the Middle
Ages? Just exactly what Christmas was like depends not only on where it was
observed, but when. In late antiquity, Christmas was a quiet and solemn occasion,
marked by a special mass and calling for prayer and reflection. Until the fourth
century, no fixed date had been formally set by the Church. Pope Julius officially
fixed the date of December 25th, and why exactly he chose the date is still not
clear.
In time, Christmas grew in popularity and as it did so, many of the Pagan traditions
associated with the Winter Solstice became associated with Christmas as well.
Many of the customs we observe today originated in the middle ages.
Among the Pagan traditions that have become part of Christmas is burning the yule
log. This custom springs from many different cultures, but in all of them its
significance seems to lie in the iul or "wheel" of the year. The Druids would bless a
log and keep it burning for 12 days during the winter solstice; part of the log was
kept for the following year, when it would be used to light the new yule log. For the
Vikings, the yule log was an integral part of their celebration of the solstice, the
julfest; on the log they would carve runes representing unwanted traits (such as ill
fortune or poor honor) that they wanted the gods to take from them.
Wassail comes from the Old English words waes hael, which means "be well," "be
hale," or "good health." A strong, hot drink (usually a mixture of ale, honey, and
spices) would be put in a large bowl, and the host would lift it and greet his
companions with "waes hael," to which they would reply "drinc hael," which meant
"drink and be well." Over the centuries some non-alcoholic versions of wassail
evolved.
Other customs developed as part of Christian belief. For example, Mince Pies (so
called because they contained shredded or minced meat) were baked in oblong
casings to represent Jesus' crib, and it was important to add three spices
(cinnamon, cloves and nutmeg) for the three gifts given to the Christ child by the
Magi. The pies were not very large, and it was thought lucky to eat one mince pie on
each of the twelve days of Christmas (ending with Epiphany, the 6th of January).
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Food
The ever-present threat of hunger was overcome with a feast, and all manner of
food would be served at Christmas. The most popular main course was goose, but
many other meats were also served. Turkey was first brought to Europe from the
Americas around 1520 (its earliest known consumption in England is 1541), and
because it was inexpensive and quick to fatten, it rose in popularity as a Christmas
feast food.
Humble (or 'umble) pie was made from the "humbles" of a deer -- the heart, liver,
brains and so forth. While the lords and ladies ate the choice cuts, the servants
baked the humbles into a pie (which of course made them go further as a source of
food). This appears to be the origin of the phrase, "to eat humble pie." By the
seventeenth century Humble Pie had become a trademark Christmas food, as
evidenced when it was outlawed along with other Christmas traditions by Oliver
Cromwell and the Puritan government.
The Christmas pudding of Victorian and modern times evolved from the medieval
dish of frumenty -- a spicy, wheat-based dessert. Many other desserts were made
as welcome treats for children and adults alike.

Christmas Trees and Plants
The tree was an important symbol to every Pagan culture. The oak in particular was
venerated by the Druids. Evergreens, which in ancient Rome were thought to have
special powers and were used for decoration, symbolized the promised return of
life in the spring and came to symbolize eternal life for Christians. The Vikings
hung fir and ash trees with war trophies for good luck.
In the middle ages, the Church would decorate trees with apples on Christmas Eve,
which they called "Adam and Eve Day." However, the trees remained outdoors. In
sixteenth-century Germany, it was the custom for a fir tree decorated with paper
flowers to be carried though the streets on Christmas Eve to the town square,
where, after a great feast and celebration that included dancing around the tree,
it would be ceremonially burned.
Holly, ivy, and mistletoe were all important plants to the Druids. It was believed
that good spirits lived in the branches of holly. Christians believed that the berries
had been white before they were turned red by Christ's blood when he was made
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to wear the crown of thorns. Ivy was associated with the Roman god Bacchus and
was not allowed by the Church as decoration until later in the middle ages, when a
superstition that it could help recognize witches and protect against plague arose.

Entertainment
Christmas may owe its popularity in medieval times to liturgical dramas and
mysteries presented in the church. The most popular subject for such dramas and
tropes was the Holy Family, particularly the Nativity. As interest in the Nativity
grew, so did Christmas as a holiday.
Carols, though very popular in the later middle ages, were at first frowned on by
the Church. But, as with most popular entertainment, they eventually evolved to a
suitable format, and the Church relented.

The Twelve Days of Christmas may have been a game set to music. One person

would sing a stanza, and another would add his own lines to the song, repeating the
first person's verse. Pantomimes and mumming were another form of popular
Christmas entertainment, particularly in England. These casual plays without words
usually involved dressing up as a member of the opposite gender and acting out
comic stories.

Medieval Christmas Resource:
Melissa Snell, About.com Guide
Medieval Living, Yahoo.com
Louise Riley
jonlou@embarqmail.com
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Father Christmas
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Excerpt from Josiah King's The Examination and Tryal of Father Christmas (1686), published
shortly after Christmas was reinstated as a holy day in England.
Father Christmas is the name used in many English-speaking countries for a symbolic figure
associated with Christmas. A similar figure with the same name (in other languages) exists in
several other countries, including France (Père Noël), Spain (Papá Noel), Catalonia (Pare Noel),
Malta (Santa Klaus), Brazil (Papai Noel), Portugal (Pai Natal), Italy (Babbo Natale), India
(Christmas Father) and Romania (Moş Crăciun). In past centuries, the English Father Christmas
was also known as Old Father Christmas, Sir Christmas, and Lord Christmas. Father Christmas
is proven to wear (these days) a bright red suit but in Victorian and Tudor times he wore a bright
green suit.
Father Christmas typified the spirit of good cheer at Christmas, but was neither a gift bringer nor
particularly associated with children. The pre-modern representations of the gift-giver from
church history, namely Saint Nicholas, (Sinterklaas), and folklore merged with the English, and
later British Isles, character Father Christmas to create the character known to Americans as
Santa Claus.[citation needed] Like Santa Claus, Father Christmas has been identified with the old
belief in Woden (Odin to the Norse).[1][2][3][4][5][6][7][8][9][10]
In the English-speaking world, the character called "Father Christmas" influenced the
development in the United States of Santa Claus, and in the United Kingdom and elsewhere,
most people now consider them to be interchangeable. Although "Santa Claus" is traditionally
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considered wrong in England, with "Father Christmas" the preferred name, in the north of
Britain, especially in Scotland and Northern Ireland, the use of the term "Father Christmas" is
almost non-existent. However, although "Father Christmas" and "Santa Claus" have for most
practical purposes been merged, historically the characters have different origins and are not
identical. Some authors such as C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien, have insisted on the traditional
form of Father Christmas in preference to Santa Claus.
In Europe, Father Christmas/Santa Claus is often said to reside in the mountains of Korvatunturi
in Lapland, Finland.

History
The earliest English examples of the personification of Christmas are apparently those in carols
of the 15th century. The manuscript Bodelian Library MS Arch. Selden b. 26, which dates from
circa 1458 AD,[11] contains an anonymous Christmas carol (f. 8) which begins with the lyrics:
Goday, goday, my lord Sire Christëmas, goday!
Goday, Sire Christëmas, our king,
for ev'ry man, both old and ying,
is glad and blithe of your coming;
Goday!
Similarly, a carol attributed to Richard Smert (c. 1400–c. 1479[12]) in British Additional MS 5665
(ff. 8v-9v)[11], begins in dialog form:
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell
Who is there that singeth so: Nowell, nowell, nowell?
I am here, Sire Christësmas.
Welcome, my lord, Sire Christëmas!
Welcome to us all, both more and less!
Come near, Nowell.
Both songs then proceed to proclaim the birth of Christ in the present tense and elaborate upon
the story of the nativity as occasion for rejoicing. The specific depiction of Christmas as a merry
old man begins in the early 17th century, in the context of resistance to Puritan criticism of
observation of the Christmas feast. He is "old" because of the antiquity of the feast itself, which
its defenders saw as a good old Christian custom that should be kept. Allegory was popular at the
time, and so "old Christmas" was given a voice to protest his exclusion, along with the form of a
rambunctious, jolly old man. The earliest such was that in Ben Jonson's creation in Christmas his
Masque[13] dating from December 1616, in which Christmas appears "attir'd in round Hose, long
Stockings, a close Doublet, a high crownd Hat with a Broach, a long thin beard, a Truncheon,
little Ruffes, white shoes, his Scarffes, and Garters tyed crosse", and announces "Why
Gentlemen, doe you know what you doe? ha! would you ha'kept me out? Christmas, old
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Christmas?" Later, in a masque by Thomas Nabbes, The Springs Glorie produced in 1638,
"Christmas" appears as "an old reverend gentleman in furred gown and cap".

Scrooge's third visitor (wearing green) in Dickens's A Christmas Carol, a Victorian
representation of Father Christmas
The character continued to appear over the next 250 years, appearing as Sir Christmas, Lord
Christmas, or Father Christmas, the last becoming the most common. A book dating from the
time of the Commonwealth, The Vindication of CHRISTMAS or, His Twelve Yeares'
Observations upon the Times (London, 1652),[14] involved "Old Christmas" advocating a merry,
alcoholic Christmas and casting aspersions on the charitable motives of the ruling Puritans.
Father Christmas dates back at least as far as the 17th century in Britain, and pictures of him
survive from that era, portraying him as a well-nourished bearded man dressed in a long green
fur-lined robe. A writer in "Time's Telescope" (1822) states that in Yorkshire at eight o'clock on
Christmas Eve the bells greet "Old Father Christmas" with a merry peal, the children parade the
streets with drums, trumpets, bells, (or in their absence, with the poker and shovel, taken from
their humble cottage fire), the yule candle is lighted, and; "High on the cheerful fire. Is blazing
seen th' enormous Christmas brand."[15] Father Christmas typified the spirit of good cheer at
Christmas, and was reflected as the "Ghost of Christmas Present" in the Charles Dickens's classic
A Christmas Carol (1843), a great genial man in a green coat lined with fur, who takes Ebenezer
Scrooge through the bustling streets of London on Christmas morning, sprinkling the essence of
Christmas onto the happy populace.
Since the Victorian era, Father Christmas has gradually merged with the pre-modern gift giver St
Nicholas (Dutch Sinterklaas, hence Santa Claus) and associated folklore. Nowadays he is often
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called Santa Claus but also often referred to in Britain as Father Christmas: the two names are
synonyms. In Europe, Father Christmas/Santa Claus is often said to reside in the mountains of
Korvatunturi in Lapland Province, Finland.
Traditionally, Father Christmas comes down the chimney to put presents under the Christmas
tree or in children's rooms, in their stockings. Some families leave a glass of sherry or mulled
wine, mince pies, biscuits, or chocolate and a carrot for his reindeer near the stocking(s) as a
present for him. In modern homes without chimneys he uses alternative 21st century electronic
devices to enter the home. In some homes children write Christmas lists (of wished-for presents)
and send them up the chimney or post them. Arrangements have been made during the
forthcoming postal strikes to give priority to the delivery of mail to the Christmas figure.

Whose doll is this?
I honestly do not know but love the
picture. Do you know?
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The following is a newsletter, “Adele’s Creative Costuming”. Adele gave us permission to use this issue,
all about Christmas.
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Christmas Stockings
By Sheryl Kay Hall

Inside every doll maker is a child at heart. No matter how old they are.
With that said the most magical words a Childs hears is Christmas is coming. With dreams of
Santa and presents, stocking and presents, flying reindeer and presents. Even today the words
can bring a quick rush of excitement to this (little girls) heart.
When I was a child oh so many years ago. We had very little but I never realized it. My parents
always asked what we wanted most, and our Stocking was the best part of Christmas for that was
just for you. It was always filled with the things you wanted most. With TV and one channel it
took days to decide. Naturally I always wanted a doll.
I was never disappointed how my parents did this I don't know but the doll was always there
along with new mittens, A new box of crayons and new color book a orange, some candy and a
bottle of cherries.( I just loved them and I received a bottle every year that I did not have to
share! Santa was my hero!
We had other things under the tree but it was always stuff we needed new PJ's
socks, a new blanket for our bed that we could also cuddle up with while watching TV
Years later with my own children I wanted to keep the magic, and history repeats itself we had
very little money. So our children were asked and with a lot more channels it was one thing one
day and something different the next. But we always managed to get the favorite gift from Santa
that was just for them.
I still have a stocking and it’s still the best most magical gift I receive, sometimes even a new
doll!
I have been blessed to be able to share my traditions with my daughters and see them pass it
on to their own children,
And as I close my eyes on Christmas eve I can still feel that long ago excitement and Wait was
that jingle bells I just heard!
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Short History of Christmas Stockings
Legend has that a long time ago a very poor man was afraid for his very beautiful daughters as
he had no money to get them married. Saint Nicholas was passing threw and he wanted to help,
but knew the man was too proud and wouldn't accept charity. So one night while everyone slept
he crept through the chimney, where the girl’s stockings were hanging to dry. So he put a bag of
gold in each of the girl’s stockings so they were able to get married and live happily ever after.
This led to children to leaving out their stockings. Sometimes the story is told with three
golden balls. Oranges are used to represent the gold balls.
World’s largest Stocking
The world’s largest Christmas stocking is made up of over 6,000 squares of red knitting and
measured 32.56 feet long and 14.97 wide from heel to toe. It weighed the equivalent of three
reindeer. The stocking was created as part of the Children’s Society's knitting fundraising appeal
called the Big Stitch in London.

How to make a Dollshouse Christmas Stocking
By Janet Granger
How do I make a doll's house scale (one twelfth) Christmas stocking?

These miniature needlepoint Christmas stockings are simple to make, and are ideal for adding
that personal touch to your festive doll’s house scene or room-setting. Hang them up at the
fireplace or at the end of the bed on Christmas Eve, one for each child, and wait to see if Santa
fills them with goodies during the night!
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The miniature needlepoint Christmas stocking kits are to be made using 40 count silk gauze. The
kits contain a piece of silk gauze with enough spare border area to allow it to be mounted in a
card mount, to make stitching easier. The thread used on this count of silk gauze is a very fine
Rayon silk. A suitably small needle is included in the kit, along with a clear colour block chart to
count from, and a piece of ultrasuede to back the miniature stocking with. Detailed instructions
are included in the kit, too.
When completed, they measure just 1.4 inches high altogether.

What extra tools will help?
As this count of silk gauze is quite small, you may find it helpful to use some kind of magnifying
lens. There are several on the market, which are discussed in the Basic Equipment tutorial.
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Lighting, I find, is even more important than a magnifier, when working on the smaller counts of
fabric. Natural daylight is best, but if you want to stitch in artificial light, make sure that the light
is shining straight down onto the silk gauze from above (over you left shoulder if you are righthanded, and over your right shoulder if you are left-handed so tat you are not working in your
own shadow). If you are using a pale shade to stitch with, it will be helpful to place a piece of
plain dark fabric (such as a pillowcase) across your lap, as it makes the holes of the silk gauze
show up clearer against the dark background.

What do I do first?
Before you begin stitching, make a card mount for the gauze.
This will make it much easier to work on, and help to keep your stitch tension even. Cut a piece
of stiff card 3 ¾ x 4 inches, with an aperture of 2 x 2 ½ inches. Fix the gauze to the card with
masking tape along all four edges, as tautly as possible (see the mounting silk gauze tutorial).

The thread colours for these kits are pre-sorted onto a
thread organiser. Using tent stitch as indicated in Diagram 1, select the relevant colour thread
and start the design in the centre.
Remember that one square on the chart equals one stitch, and always use a 'stabbing' motion, not
a 'sewing' one. Rayon silk comes as 6 strand lengths. Use one of these strands in the needle.
Rayon silk can be 'bouncy'. To make it more manageable, dampen each strand just before
threading your needle by having a piece of damp cotton wool to hand and running each separate
strand across it just before starting to stitch, and it will be much easier to stitch with. Begin each
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length by knotting one end, taking the needle from the front to the back, about half an inch away
from where you intend to start stitching. This is called the 'waste knot method' and is described
in more detail HERE.

Stitch towards the knot, securing the underlying thread as you go. Snip the knot off carefully
when you reach it. Finish each length by running the needle under a few threads on the back.
When the stitching is complete, remove it from the card mount, and press it if necessary using a
dry iron, pulling the fabric gently if necessary to get it dead square.
How do I assemble the stocking?

Trim the gauze to a quarter of an inch all round the stitching.
Cut the unworked gauze at intervals of about a quarter of an inch around the curved edges of the
stocking, being careful not to cut into the stitching itself, then fold the unworked gauze to the
back all the way around the stocking, creasing it with your nail to get a sharp edge, and making
sure no unworked gauze is showing. Cutting the gauze at intervals makes it easy to get the gauze
to lie flat when folded under.
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Cut out the card template provided (exactly on the line, not outside it).

Temporarily stick it to the smooth side of the ultrasuede fabric, with the toe of the template
facing to the left, using Pritt Stick or a similar gluestick.

Draw carefully around the shape onto the fabric with a sharp pencil.
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Unpeel the card template and discard it, then cut around the pencilled shape, using sharp scissors.

If you plan to ‘hang up’ the stocking when it is finished (at a fireplace or bed-end, for instance),
make a small loop for this purpose now, by taking a single strand of the Rayon silk in a colour
which co-ordinates with the design you have stitched (not necessarily a colour that co-ordinates
with the colour of the ultrasuede, as the ultrasuede will hardly be seen on the finished stocking),
threading a sharp sewing needle (not supplied) and making a good double knot in the end of the
thread. Starting with the knot on the smooth side of the ultrasuede (that is, the side that will be
the inside of the stocking when it is finished), make a loop stitch about 1/8" in and 1/8" down
from the side and top at the back of the stocking (furthest from the toe), and long enough to slip
over the hook or bed-end that you intend to hang it on. Finish off securely with a couple of tiny
back stitches.
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Using a length of Rayon silk in the same shade as the background stitches of the stocking, and
starting at the top corner furthest from the toe, catch down the seam allowance of the gauze with
a few oversewing stitches along the top only. Do not finish off this length of thread yet.

Now place the ultrasuede and the stitched
stocking shape together, wrong sides facing, with the right side of the needlepoint nearest you,
and stitch around the edge of the stocking shape with the same length of thread, oversewing the
two pieces together with tiny stitches (preferably, make a stitch into every second or third hole of
the gauze around the edge of the design, one hole in from the edge). ‘Favour’ the needlepoint
side - that is, slightly push the folded needlepoint edge out from the ultrasuede, so that as you
make your stitches they are slightly at an angle, making the edge of ultrasuede more hidden. If
you need to start a new length of rayon silk as you are oversewing around the edge, finish off the
old length and start the new length by anchoring the thread ends in the unworked gauze border.
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Make sure that the hanging loop is kept out of the way as you finish off oversewing the front and
back together. Finish off securely when you reach the second top corner, by stitching the very
last ‘oversewing’ stitch twice in the same place, and then poking the needle down inside the
stocking, wiggling it backwards and forwards slightly, so that it catches in the unworked gauze
border several times on its way down, for about three quarters of an inch. Poke it out through the
ultrasuede side, pull the thread taut and cut the thread close to the ultrasuede. The tiny end of the
thread will disappear back inside the stocking, making a neat finish.. Remember to leave the top
horizontal edge unstitched!
Your stocking is now ready to be put out on Christmas Eve, ready for Santa to fill with presents!
Now that you can see how to make these wonderfully cute miniature Christmas stockings, why
not take a look at the range in our online shop?

We Three Kings

Santa

I Love Xmas

Candle

<<<<<< BACK to list of Tutorials
© Janet Granger for all text and images in this online tutorial.
Used by permission of Janet Granger. Visit her website for more. www.janetgranger.co.uk/
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Tutorial to Make Santa’s Vest
By Kathi Mendenhall

Kathi has submitted a
tutorial on making a vest for
Santa or just for any of my
Christmas dolls.
Debbie Jones of Minikitz!
has kits to sell for people to
make this little vest. Her
email is www.minikitz.com
Visit her website for many
mini ideas and kits for the
holidays and around the
year.
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Creating the Holiday Vest (Four Ways)
I have created a quilted holiday vest for you with one simple pattern. You can execute it in four
ways. This tutorial will demonstrate the hard way as I thought of it first, and the simpler ways, which
came to me afterwards, naturally! What you do will depend on your skills and imagination.
With the pattern, I created a template, which I used to develop the entire plan. The supplies included
the pattern, some Mylar, small amount of seasonal fabric (think all the seasons and holidays) some
matching or contrasting cotton for lining, and about 2 feet of mini-braid. Other supplies include
embroidery floss, glue, and sharp scissors. Needle and thread if you prefer to sew.
Step One. Trace the pattern to a piece of Mylar to make a template. I traced the master pattern piece
as well as the quilting pieces as separate patterns. Picture 01/02/03
Step Two. With a soft pencil, trace the design pieces onto the wrong side of your holiday cotton. At the
same time, trace the master vest pieces to your lining fabric. I have enhanced the photo to show a
pencil mark. My markings are much lighter. Picture 04
Step Three. Cut out your pieces and follow the legend. As you cut, the pieces place them on the legend
to alleviate more confusion. Picture 05/06/07
Step Four. Cut the lining pieces from the cotton and begin to glue the quilted pieces to the vest using
the legend of the pattern. I cut outside the line to allow some maneuvering room.
Step Five. When you are finished, trim away any excess pieces that extend past the lining. Pictures
08/09/010/011
Step Six. With special attention to the design, place glue on a joining line so that each successive line of
braid will over the ends of the one under it. Apply braid to each piecing line for all three pieces. Picture
012/013
Step Seven. Join the shoulder seams. Stitch or glue it is up to you!
Step Eight. Place a small bead of glue along the right side edge of the armhole. Place mini-braid along
line to finish. Carefully, trim away excess fabric so fabric is not outside of braid.
Picture 014
Step Nine. Join the side seams. Picture 015
Step Ten. Place a line of glue along the outside edge, work in sections, and lay braid along the outside
edge for a nice finish. Trim as you did the armholes, if necessary. Turn right side out. This will fit a doll
or a Static Display Picture 016
Second Method
Step One. Cut out the vest pieces and flue miscellaneous cuts of fabric on the fronts and back. Proceed
from Step Five above. You can use mini-braid or embroider a pretty stitch along the joining lines.
Third Method (Easiest)
Step One. Cut out vest pieces and draw lines on a solid piece of fabric.
Step Two. Embroider or use mini-braid on the lines.
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Fourth Method
Step One. Create an embroidered piece of fabric or crazy quilt, or embellish a piece of cotton to your
lining.
Step Two. Cut out the pattern pieces from the embellished fabric.
Step Three. Continue from Step Seven above.

1
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9

10

Tah dah! Already for
your dolls holiday
outfit.

