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Christmas in Austria by Karin Bohusch |r.ge|3

The time-span of four weeks before December 24" is called the Advent time. On each of the
four Sundays one more candle on the Advent wreath is lit.

The apartments and houses are decorated with lights in the windows, and the streets are
also decorated with chains of lights.

In this period the children write a letter to the Christ-Child listing all the wishes they have.
They put this letter onto the sill and hope that it is taken away by angels during the night
(actually of coursethec hi | dr e n demove thesedattdrss.

In the night between December 5™ and December 6™ t h ElolyfBaint Nicolasd ¢ 0 mées
children and drops presents (e.g. sweets, nuts, apples and oranges)into their shoes which
they are supposed to put next to the door.

In some cases (i.e. if parents secretly arrange that somebody appears in that disguise) he
visits the children in their house and reads out their good and bad behaviours from a golden
book. As a rule, he is accompani elkingbkga dewl and Wwhe r
frightens the children by rattling his chain. Afterwards the children get a small present out of
his big bag.

For Christmas, there is no Santa Claus in Austria, but the Christ-Child instead who brings the
presents and the Christmas tree to the children.

On December24™( i Ch r i st thalwingEoora i lpcked all day until the late afternoon
while the children are let to believe that the Christ-Child would be preparing the gift-giving
scene. Once dusk has fallen in, one of the parents secretly lights the candles on the
Christmas tree, rings the Christmas bell and opens the door to the Christmas room from
inside.

Now the children and of course also the adults enter theroomand @ di s ¢ &€hristmas
tree and the gifts that are normally placed under the tree. Before opening the parcels it is
common to recite Christmas poems and to sing carols.

In the late evening of Christmas Eve a holy service ( A Ch r i s t mtakes plee ¢ ®ach
church and is attended by many families.

On both Christmas Days (25th and 26th December) it is common that families come together
and have a good and festive time. Meals typically served comprise fish (e.g. carp) or goose.

The festive time ends on January 6th, which is another public holiday (Epiphany) and has the
following tradition associated with it:

A group of children - dressed up as the three holy kings plus a star-bearer i walk from house
to house and sing a song and collect for a charity purpose. At the end they inscribe the year
plus the initials of the three kings CMB (Caspar, Melchior, Balthazar) with chalk on the door.
This is said to bring fortune and blessing for the New Year.



Christmas in Japan
By Yoshiko Kawahata

From Yoshiko Kawahata A doll of
father Santa Claus is the doll

which | purchased from a class

of Dana. | used the father doll

of that kit for Santa.

I made the doll of the child with resin clay.
| made thed  oll of the child with Polymer
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As for the Japanese, there is the person sleeping on a From
Yoshiko Kawahata A doll of father Santa Claus is the doll

which | purchased from a class of Dana. | used the father

doll of that kit for Santa.

The door appearing in the
depths of the room is Japanese
name "fusuma”.

A"f usuma"is a door which can
slide to the right and the
left.

The "t atami mat" appearing in
the picture isin five
pieces . Inall | used five
pie ces on the floor.

More pictures on
next pages. . .
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Many thanks to Yoshiko Kawahata for all her work and contribution o
her Japanese Christmas roombox.
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Kwanzaa

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

A woman lights kinara candles on a table decorated with

Observed by

Type

Significance

Date

Celebrations

Related to

symbols of Kwanzaa

Americans

Cultural and ethnic

Celebrates Black heritage, unity and

culture.

December 26 until January 1

Unity

Self-Determination
CollectiveWork and Responsibility
Cooperative Economics

Purpose

Creativity

Faith

Black History Month

Doll made by Sandy Calderon, and
designed and dressed hynda Peabody

Kwanzaais a weeklong
celebration held in thenited
Stateshonoring universal
African heritageand culture,
marked by participants lighting
akinara(candle holder}!! It is
observed from December 26 tdg
January 1 every year.Kwanza§g
consists of seven days of
celebration, featuring activities
such as candikghting and
libations and culminating in a
feast andyift giving. It was
created byRon Karengand
wasfirst celebrated from
December 26, 1966 to January

1, 1967.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_History_Month
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kwanzaa-Myers.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African-Americans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kinara
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kwanzaa#cite_note-Why_Kwanzaa-0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gift
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ron_Karenga

Page]| 10

Las Posadas

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Las PosadagSpanishor "the inns") is a ninelay celebration with origins ifpainbeginning
December 16 and ending December 25. It is a yearly tradition for @etihplicMexicansand
some otheLatin Americansand symbolizes the trials whidhary andJoseplendured before
finding a place to stawhereJesusould be born, based on the passage in the New Testament,
the Gospel of Lukg?2:1-9):

"Now, at this time Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole world to be taken.
This census- the first-- took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, and everyone went to
his home town to be registered. So Joseph setamtthe town of Nazareth in Galilee and

traveled up to Judaea, to the town of David called Bethlehem, since he was of David's House and
lineage, in order to be registered together with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While
they were there, the tiencame for her to have her child, and she gave birth to a son, her first

born. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
room for them at the inn. In the countryside close by there were shepherds who liveficidghe

and took turns watching their flocks during the night. The angel of the Lord appeared to them

and the glory of the Lord shone around théth."

Typically, each family in a neldborhood will schedule a night for the Posada to be held at their
home, starting on the 16th of December and finishing on the 24th. Every home has a nativity
scene and the hosts of the Posada act asrtkeepersThe neighborhood children and adults

are the pilgrimsgeregrino3, who have to request lodging by going house to house singing a
traditional song about the pilgrims. All the pilgrims carry smaltdibdlesn their hands, and

four people carry small statues of Joseph leading a donkey, on which Mary is riding. The head of
the procession will have a candle inside a paper lamp shade. At each house, the rgsies res

by refusing lodging (also in song), until the weary travelers reach the designated site for the
party, where Mary and Joseph are finally recognized and allowed to enter. Once the "innkeepers"
let them in, the group of guests come into the home aedl lanound the Nativity scene to pray
(typically, theRosary. Latin American countries have continued to celebrate this holiday to this
day, with very few changes to the tradition. In sonae@s$, the final location may be a church
instead of a home. Individuals may actually play the various parts of Mary (Maria) and Joseph
with the expectant mother riding a real donkeyr(g), with attendants such as angels and
shepherds acquired along the way, or the pilgrims may carry images of the holy personages
instead. At the end of the long journey, there will be Christmas caitids¢icog, children will

break opemifiatashy striking these colorfybapiermachéobjects with bats while blindfolded to
obtain candy hiddemside, and there will be a feast. Traditionally, it is expected to meet all the
invitees in a previous procession.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexicans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_Americans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mother_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_of_Nazareth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_of_Nazareth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Luke
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Las_Posadas#cite_note-0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Innkeeper
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Candles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burro
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pi%C3%B1ata
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papier-mach%C3%A9

Winter solstice

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
This article is about the astronomical and cultural event of winter solstise kaown as

midwinter.

Winter solstice

Lawrence Hall of Sciencésitors observe sunset on day

the winter solstice using the Sunstones I

Also called

Observed by

Type

Significance

Date

Midwinter,D @ n g,Xuie3k a b e
Cele/YaldaSoyal keva Zi st

New Year, longest night

Various cultures, ancient and modern

Cultural, seasonal, astronomical

Astronomically marks the beginning of
shortening nights and lengthening days,
interpretation varies from culture to cultu

but most hold a recognition of rebirth

The solsticeof winter

Between December 21 and December 2
(NH)

Between June 20 and June ZHJ
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawrence_Hall_of_Science
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dongzhi_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yule
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yalda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yalda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soyal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solstice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:LHS_sunstones.jpg
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Celebrations Festivals, spendingme with loved ones,

feasting, singing, dancing, fire in the hea
Relatedto  Winter festivalsand thesolstice

Thewinter solsticeoccurs exactly when the Earti’sial tilt is farthest away from the sun at its
maximum of 23° 26'. Though the winter solstice lasts only an instant in time, the term is also
colloquiallyused asnidwinter or contrastinglythefirst day of winterto refer to the day on

which it occurs. More evident to thosehigh latitudesthis occurs on the shortest day, and
longest night, and thgurls daily maximum position in the sky is the low&5The seasonal
significance of the winter solstice is in the reversal of tlaelgal lengthening of nights and
shortening of days. Depending on the shift of the calendar, the winter solstice occurs on
December 21 or 22 each year in Ma&thernHemisphereand June 20 or 21 in ti@uthern

Hemispheré?

Worldwide, interpretation of the event has varied from culture to culture, but most cultures have
held a recognition of rebirth, involvirtgplidays festivals gatheringstitualsor other
celebrationsround that timé!

How cultures interpret the solstice is varied, since it is sometimes satdéoomicallymark

either the beginning or middtd a hemisphere's winter. Winter isabjectiveterm, so there is

no scientificallyestablished beginningr middle of winter but the winter solstice itself is clearly
calculated to within aecondFor Celtic countries, such agland the calendarical winter

season has traditionally begun November Hallows eveor Samlain. Winter ends and spring
begins orimbolc or Candlemaswhich is February 1 or 2. This calendar system of seasons may
be based on the length of days exclusively. Ni@stt Asiarcultures define the seasonsdwjar
terms with Dong zhiat the winter solstice as the middle or "extreme" of winter. This system is
based on the Simapparent height above the horizon at noon. Some midwinter festivals have
occurred according tinar calendarand so took place on the nighttid k(dawaiian the full
moon closest to the winter solstice). And many Eurogedar calendamidwinter celebrations

still centre upon the night of December 24 leading into the December 25 in the north, which was
considered to be the winter solstice upon the establishment &iltae cagndarcaionneede,
theJewishTalmud T e A u f a,tthe dag of the winter solstice, is recorded as the first day of
the "stripping time" or winter seasdpersian cultur@lso recognizes it as the beginning of

winter.

Midwinter festivals and celebrations occurring on the longest night of the year, often calling for
evergreengbright illumination, large ongoing fires, feasting, communion with close ones, and
evening physical exertion by dancing and singing are examples of cultural winter therapies that
have ewlved as traditions since tieginnings of civilizatiofc!aion needel



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_winter_festivals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solstice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axial_tilt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colloquial
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_latitudes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice#cite_note-0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice#cite_note-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holidays
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Festivals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rituals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parties
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice#cite_note-2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subjectivity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Saints
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samhain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imbolc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Candlemas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Asian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_terms
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_terms
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dongzhi_(solar_term)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lunar_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawaiian_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talmud
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tekufah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_culture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evergreens
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holocene_epoch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
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I::Idlktale ofFather Christmasding ayule goat
Main article: Christmas

Christmas or Christ's Massis one of the most popul&hristiancelebrations as well as one of
the most globally recognized midwinter celebrations. Christmas is the celebration of the birth of
the Christian Deitycod Incarnateor Messiah Jesus ChristThe birth is observed on December
25, which was th®oman winter solsticeipon establishment of tieilian Calendaf! Christian
churches recognigefolk elements of the festival in various cultures within the past several
hundred years, allowing much of the folklore and traditions of local pagan festivals to be
appropriatedSo today, the old festivals suchJag, s ts dz jand®aracsony are still celebrated

in many parts of Europe, but tldaristian Nativityis now often representational as the meaning
behind the holiday. This is whyule andChristmasare considered interchangeablé\imgloi
ChristendomUniversal activities include feastinglidnight Masses&nd singingChristmas
carolsabout theNativity. Good deeds and gift giving in the traditionSif Nichola by not

admitting to being the actual gift giver is also observed by some countries. Many observe the
holiday fortwelve daydeading up to th&piphany



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Father_Christmas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yule_goat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brumalia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_Calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice#cite_note-10
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_appropriation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yule
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christendom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_carols
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_carols
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Nicholas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_days_of_Christmas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphany_(holiday)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Santaandgoat.gif
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Santaandgoat.gif
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Winter Fairy

sandycalderon.com

Dolls can be purchased from Sandy Calderai#s@SandyCalderasom You can find her
on facebook as well.



mailto:dolls@SandyCalderon.com
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How to make a Winter Fairy

items needed: one doll, 2 silk poinsettia flowers, scrap of red fabric, contrasting trim. wire, glug.
andabrush.

©

step 1 start with a nice doll to be your fairy. | used a white doll, but you could use any flesh ton

step 2 use a craft paint to add stripes to her legs like candy canes. you can use china paint if yjo
kiln and your doll is porcelain. | also did her nails and darkened her lip color.

step 3 about a 2X2.5 scrap of red, | have silk here, forheties. you dont need to hem this, it wopnt
show.

Step 4 diaper fold at crotch and pull up to waist, this fold makes the hem on the sides with out
hemming.

step 5 glue top of front to the back, it can be a high waist as the top will cover.
step 6 fold back sides and neatly glue to side over lapping at sides. press down very flat. let dry.

step 7 about a 2X3.5more or less for your dolls bustgrap of more fabric for the top, and hem and
press top and one side. you can use glue to hem.

step 8 placelong side hem at the top of bust and bring to back, overlap and glue down hemmed ¢
press in place and let dry well.

step 9 on sides under breast, make darts to get the top to have a nice fitted look. hold in place w
if you glue the dart ancet dry well. use a mini iron to press well if you have one.

step 10 doll now has a nice body suit look to her. now select your flowers. | have two types for|n
pointed edge petal for her skirt and serrated edged one for the wings.

step 1% removepetals from plastic parts.

Step 12 glue longest ones to waist line first completing a circle around her. slightly overlap eagh
help prevent spaces. let dry well.

step 13 now glue a ring of shorter petals on top of the first overlapping any ygenof the last petals
if you want a very fluffy dress, feel free to add even more petals. or less for a slinky look.

step 14 using a small bit of trim, edge off waist line to give it a neat finished look. you can use yp
great scrap you have fahis. the length will depend on your dolls waist line.

at this time, | added the dolls wig. | prefer to wig after doll is dressed so | dont have to watch hai
can use any wig you want for this doll. | did a short white wig. she looks great inredgtirls too.

step 15 - remove petals from plastic parts for wings
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