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¢ƘŜ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ CǊƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ CŀƴŎȅ 
theme is Old World Santa.   Yƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘΩǎ 
rendition of Christmas and other December 
holidays around the world.  In this issue there are 
your dolls, your pictures, some other newsletters 
in entirety and in part and tutorials.  We hope you 
enjoy it.  Guest Editors: Dorothy Farrell and Linda 
Peabody 

Please Father Christmas, 

Dolly and me 

Have both been as good as 

Good can be. 

So donôt forget us on Christmas 

Signed ñYour affectionate 

Dolly and Mayò 

 

(And he didnôt). 
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SOME OF OUR OWN SANTA MINIATURES 

Sleeping Santa by 

Karin Bohusch 

Calypso Santa made by Lucy Winsky 
ǳǎƛƴƎ 5ŀƴŀΩǎ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴΦ   CƛƴŘ ƛƴŦƻ ŀǘ 
http://www.minidolllist.com/ in the 
άaƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ !ƭƭ ¢ǳǘƻǊƛŀƭǎέ 

     

 

 

http://www.minidolllist.com/
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Christmas in Austria. 

The time-span of four weeks before December 24th is called the Advent time. On each of the 

four Sundays one more candle on the Advent wreath is lit.  

The apartments and houses are decorated with lights in the windows, and the streets are 

also decorated with chains of lights. 

In this period the children write a letter to the Christ-Child listing all the wishes they have. 

They put this letter onto the sill and hope that it is taken away by angels during the night 

(actually of course the childrenôs parents remove these letters). 

In the night between December 5th and December 6th the ñHoly Saint Nicolasò comes to the 

children and drops presents (e.g. sweets, nuts, apples and oranges)into their shoes which 

they are supposed to put next to the door. 

In some cases (i.e. if parents secretly arrange that somebody appears in that disguise) he 

visits the children in their house and reads out their good and bad behaviours from a golden 

book. As a rule, he is accompanied by the ñKrampusò who is something like a devil and who 

frightens the children by rattling his chain. Afterwards the children get a small present out of 

his big bag. 

For Christmas, there is no Santa Claus in Austria, but the Christ-Child instead who brings the 

presents and the Christmas tree to the children. 

On December 24th (ñChristmas Eveò) the living room is locked all day until the late afternoon 

while the children are let to believe that the Christ-Child would be preparing the gift-giving 

scene. Once dusk has fallen in, one of the parents secretly lights the candles on the 

Christmas tree, rings the Christmas bell and opens the door to the Christmas room from 

inside. 

Now the children and of course also the adults enter the room and ñdiscoverò the Christmas 

tree and the gifts that are normally placed under the tree. Before opening the parcels it is 

common to recite Christmas poems and to sing carols.  

In the late evening of Christmas Eve a holy service (ñChristmas Massò) takes place in each 

church and is attended by many families. 

On both Christmas Days (25th and 26th December) it is common that families come together 

and have a good and festive time. Meals typically served comprise fish (e.g. carp) or goose. 

The festive time ends on January 6th, which is another public holiday (Epiphany) and has the 

following tradition associated with it: 

A group of children - dressed up as the three holy kings plus a star-bearer ï walk from house 

to house and sing a song and collect for a charity purpose. At the end they inscribe the year 

plus the initials of the three kings CMB (Caspar, Melchior, Balthazar) with chalk on the door. 

This is said to bring fortune and blessing for the New Year. 

 

Christmas in Austria by Karin Bohusch 
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I made the doll of the child  with resin clay.  

 

                                            

From Yoshiko Kawahata  A doll of 

father Santa Claus is the doll 

which I purchased from a class 

of Dana. I used the father doll 

of that kit for Santa.  

I made the doll of the child with resin clay.  

I made the d oll of the child with Polymer 

Cl ay  

 

Christmas in Japan 
By Yoshiko Kawahata 
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The door appearing in the 

depths of the room is Japanese  

name "fusuma".  

 

A "f usuma" is a door which can 

slide to the right and  the 

left.  

 

The "t atami mat" appearing in 

the picture is in  five  

pieces . In all I used  five 

pie ces on  the floor.  

 

 

As for the Japanese, there is the person sleeping on a  From 

Yoshiko Kawahata A doll of father Santa Claus is the doll 

which I purchased from a class of Dana. I used the father 

doll of that kit for Santa.  

bed. I slept on a"futon". In the case of the "futon", I put 

it on the floor. Everybody calls the floor appearing in the 

picture  

Japanese name "tatami mat".   "Tatami mat" is knit out of  

grass.  

 

More pictures on 
next pages. . . 
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Many thanks to Yoshiko Kawahata for all her work and contribution of 
her Japanese Christmas roombox. 
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Kwanzaa 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 

 

A woman lights kinara candles on a table decorated with the 

symbols of Kwanzaa 

 Observed by Americans. 

Type Cultural and ethnic 

Significance Celebrates Black heritage, unity and 

culture. 

Date December 26 until January 1 

Celebrations Unity 

Self-Determination 

Collective Work and Responsibility 

Cooperative Economics 

Purpose 

Creativity 

Faith 

Related to Black History Month 

 

Doll made by Sandy Calderon, and 
designed and dressed by Linda Peabody 

 

Kwanzaa is a weeklong 

celebration held in the United 

States honoring universal 

African heritage and culture, 

marked by participants lighting 

a kinara (candle holder).
[1]

 It is 

observed from December 26 to 

January 1 every year.Kwanzaa 

consists of seven days of 

celebration, featuring activities 

such as candle-lighting and 

libations, and culminating in a 

feast and gift giving. It was 

created by Ron Karenga and 

was first celebrated from 

December 26, 1966 to January 

1, 1967. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_History_Month
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kwanzaa-Myers.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African-Americans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kinara
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kwanzaa#cite_note-Why_Kwanzaa-0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gift
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ron_Karenga
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Las Posadas 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 

Las Posadas (Spanish for "the inns") is a nine-day celebration with origins in Spain beginning 

December 16 and ending December 25. It is a yearly tradition for many Catholic Mexicans and 

some other Latin Americans and symbolizes the trials which Mary and Joseph endured before 

finding a place to stay where Jesus could be born, based on the passage in the New Testament, 

the Gospel of Luke (2:1-9): 

"Now, at this time Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole world to be taken. 

This census -- the first -- took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, and everyone went to 

his home town to be registered. So Joseph set out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee and 

traveled up to Judaea, to the town of David called Bethlehem, since he was of David's House and 

lineage, in order to be registered together with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While 

they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to a son, her first-

born. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

room for them at the inn. In the countryside close by there were shepherds who lived in the fields 

and took turns watching their flocks during the night. The angel of the Lord appeared to them 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them."
[1]

 

Typically, each family in a neighborhood will schedule a night for the Posada to be held at their 

home, starting on the 16th of December and finishing on the 24th. Every home has a nativity 

scene and the hosts of the Posada act as the innkeepers. The neighborhood children and adults 

are the pilgrims (peregrinos), who have to request lodging by going house to house singing a 

traditional song about the pilgrims. All the pilgrims carry small lit candles in their hands, and 

four people carry small statues of Joseph leading a donkey, on which Mary is riding. The head of 

the procession will have a candle inside a paper lamp shade. At each house, the resident responds 

by refusing lodging (also in song), until the weary travelers reach the designated site for the 

party, where Mary and Joseph are finally recognized and allowed to enter. Once the "innkeepers" 

let them in, the group of guests come into the home and kneel around the Nativity scene to pray 

(typically, the Rosary). Latin American countries have continued to celebrate this holiday to this 

day, with very few changes to the tradition. In some places, the final location may be a church 

instead of a home. Individuals may actually play the various parts of Mary (María) and Joseph 

with the expectant mother riding a real donkey (burro), with attendants such as angels and 

shepherds acquired along the way, or the pilgrims may carry images of the holy personages 

instead. At the end of the long journey, there will be Christmas carols (villancicos), children will 

break open piñatas by striking these colorful papier-maché objects with bats while blindfolded to 

obtain candy hidden inside, and there will be a feast. Traditionally, it is expected to meet all the 

invitees in a previous procession.      

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexicans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_Americans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mother_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_of_Nazareth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_of_Nazareth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Luke
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Las_Posadas#cite_note-0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Innkeeper
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Candles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burro
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pi%C3%B1ata
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papier-mach%C3%A9


P a g e | 11 

Winter solstice 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

This article is about the astronomical and cultural event of winter solstice, also known as 

midwinter.  

Winter solstice 

 

Lawrence Hall of Science visitors observe sunset on day of 

the winter solstice using the Sunstones II 

Also called Midwinter, DǾngZh³, Yule, ķabe 

Cele/Yalda, Soyal, ķeva Zistan°, Solar 

New Year, longest night 

Observed by Various cultures, ancient and modern 

Type Cultural, seasonal, astronomical 

Significance Astronomically marks the beginning of 

shortening nights and lengthening days, 

interpretation varies from culture to culture, 

but most hold a recognition of rebirth 

Date The solstice of winter 

Between December 21 and December 22 

(NH) 

Between June 20 and June 21 (SH) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawrence_Hall_of_Science
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dongzhi_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yule
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yalda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yalda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soyal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solstice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:LHS_sunstones.jpg
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Celebrations Festivals, spending time with loved ones, 

feasting, singing, dancing, fire in the hearth 

Related to Winter festivals and the solstice 

The winter solstice occurs exactly when the Earth's axial tilt is farthest away from the sun at its 

maximum of 23° 26'. Though the winter solstice lasts only an instant in time, the term is also 

colloquially used as midwinter  or contrastingly the first day of winter to refer to the day on 

which it occurs. More evident to those in high latitudes, this occurs on the shortest day, and 

longest night, and the sun's daily maximum position in the sky is the lowest.
[1]

 The seasonal 

significance of the winter solstice is in the reversal of the gradual lengthening of nights and 

shortening of days. Depending on the shift of the calendar, the winter solstice occurs on 

December 21 or 22 each year in the Northern Hemisphere, and June 20 or 21 in the Southern 

Hemisphere.
[2]

 

Worldwide, interpretation of the event has varied from culture to culture, but most cultures have 

held a recognition of rebirth, involving holidays, festivals, gatherings, rituals or other 

celebrations around that time.
[3]

 

How cultures interpret the solstice is varied, since it is sometimes said to astronomically mark 

either the beginning or middle of a hemisphere's winter. Winter is a subjective term, so there is 

no scientifically established beginning or middle of winter but the winter solstice itself is clearly 

calculated to within a second. For Celtic countries, such as Ireland, the calendarical winter 

season has traditionally begun November 1 on Hallows eve or Samhain. Winter ends and spring 

begins on Imbolc or Candlemas, which is February 1 or 2. This calendar system of seasons may 

be based on the length of days exclusively. Most East Asian cultures define the seasons by solar 

terms, with Dong zhi at the winter solstice as the middle or "extreme" of winter. This system is 

based on the Sun's apparent height above the horizon at noon. Some midwinter festivals have 

occurred according to lunar calendars and so took place on the night of HǾku (Hawaiian, the full 

moon closest to the winter solstice). And many European solar calendar midwinter celebrations 

still centre upon the night of December 24 leading into the December 25 in the north, which was 

considered to be the winter solstice upon the establishment of the Julian calendar.
[citation needed]

 In 

the Jewish Talmud, Te ufat Tevet, the day of the winter solstice, is recorded as the first day of 

the "stripping time" or winter season. Persian culture also recognizes it as the beginning of 

winter. 

Midwinter festivals and celebrations occurring on the longest night of the year, often calling for 

evergreens, bright illumination, large ongoing fires, feasting, communion with close ones, and 

evening physical exertion by dancing and singing are examples of cultural winter therapies that 

have evolved as traditions since the beginnings of civilization.
[citation needed]

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_winter_festivals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solstice
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axial_tilt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colloquial
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_latitudes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice#cite_note-0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Hemisphere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice#cite_note-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holidays
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Festivals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rituals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parties
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice#cite_note-2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subjectivity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Saints
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samhain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imbolc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Candlemas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Asian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_terms
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_terms
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dongzhi_(solar_term)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lunar_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawaiian_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talmud
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tekufah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_culture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evergreens
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holocene_epoch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed
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Folktale of Father Christmas riding a yule goat. 

Main article: Christmas 

Christmas or Christ's Mass is one of the most popular Christian celebrations as well as one of 

the most globally recognized midwinter celebrations. Christmas is the celebration of the birth of 

the Christian Deity God Incarnate or Messiah, Jesus Christ. The birth is observed on December 

25, which was the Roman winter solstice upon establishment of the Julian Calendar.
[11]

 Christian 

churches recognized folk elements of the festival in various cultures within the past several 

hundred years, allowing much of the folklore and traditions of local pagan festivals to be 

appropriated. So today, the old festivals such as Jul, ʂʦʣʝʜʘ and Karácsony, are still celebrated 

in many parts of Europe, but the Christian Nativity is now often representational as the meaning 

behind the holiday. This is why Yule and Christmas are considered interchangeable in Angloï

Christendom. Universal activities include feasting, Midnight Masses and singing Christmas 

carols about the Nativity. Good deeds and gift giving in the tradition of St. Nicholas by not 

admitting to being the actual gift giver is also observed by some countries. Many observe the 

holiday for twelve days leading up to the Epiphany. 

                                        

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Father_Christmas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yule_goat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brumalia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_Calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice#cite_note-10
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_appropriation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yule
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christendom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_carols
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_carols
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Nicholas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_days_of_Christmas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphany_(holiday)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Santaandgoat.gif
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Santaandgoat.gif
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Dolls can be purchased from Sandy Calderon at dolls@SandyCalderon.com.  You can find her 
on facebook as well. 

mailto:dolls@SandyCalderon.com
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winter fairy how tos 

items needed: one doll,  2 silk poinsettia flowers, scrap of red fabric, contrasting trim. wire, glue. paint 

and a brush. 

step 1-  start with a nice doll to be your fairy. I used a white doll, but you could use any flesh tone. 

step 2- use a craft paint to add stripes to her legs like candy canes.  you can use china paint if you have a 

kiln and your doll is porcelain.  I also did her nails and darkened her lip color.  

step 3- about a 2X2.5 scrap of red, I have silk here, for the panties.  you dont need to hem this, it wont 

show. 

Step 4- diaper fold at crotch and pull up to waist, this fold makes the hem on the sides with out 

hemming. 

step 5- glue top of front to the back, it can be a high waist as the top will cover.  

step 6- fold back sides and neatly glue to side over lapping at sides. press down very flat. let dry. 

step 7- about a 2X3.5  (more or less for your dolls bust) scrap of more fabric for the top, and hem and 

press top and one side. you can use glue to hem. 

step 8- place long side hem at the top of bust and bring to back, overlap and glue down hemmed side. 

press in place and let dry well. 

step 9- on sides under breast, make darts to get the top to have a nice fitted look. hold in place with pins 

if you glue the dart and let dry well. use a mini iron to press well if you have one.  

step 10- doll now has a nice body suit look to her. now select your flowers.  I have two types for mine, a 

pointed edge petal for her skirt and serrated edged one for the wings.  

step 11- remove petals from plastic parts. 

Step 12 glue longest ones to waist line first completing a circle around her.  slightly overlap each petal to 

help prevent spaces.  let dry well. 

step 13- now glue a ring of shorter petals on top of the first overlapping any openings of the last petals.  

if you want a very fluffy dress, feel free to add even more petals.  or less for a slinky look.  

step 14- using a small bit of trim, edge off waist line to give it a neat finished look. you can use up any 

great scrap you have for this. the length will depend on your dolls waist line.  

at this time, I added the dolls wig.  I prefer to wig after doll is dressed so I dont have to watch hair. you 

can use any wig you want for this doll. I did a short white wig. she looks great in bright red curls too.  

step 15- - remove petals from plastic parts for wings 

 

How to make a Winter Fairy 
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